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HONOLULU — The Hawai‘i Department of Taxation (Department) is cautioning taxpayers
about recent activity in Hawai'i involving tax-related scams, including phishing attempts in the
form of text messages, mailed letters, social media messages, or emails.

Hawai'‘i taxpayers have reported receiving messages and letters asking to click a link or call a
phone number. It might be an intimidating letter about “Distraint Warrants,” using messages
such as “seizure or forfeiture may be imminent due to non-payment of taxes,” or letting the
taxpayer know they can claim money. A sample “distraint warrant” is provided below. These
are not official letters, emails or texts from the State of Hawai‘i Department of Taxation,
which does not issue “Distraint Warrants,” send text messages, post social media messages
about taxes owed, or send unsolicited emails.

Do not reply to any correspondence from the “Hawai‘i Department of Revenue” or “Tax
Assessment Securities.” They have no association with government in Hawai‘i—it is a scam.
Do not click on the link, open an attachment, or call the phone number; they are just trying to
capture your personal information, solicit business, or take your money.

If you have any questions or would like to confirm the legitimacy of any tax notice, you should
contact the Department directly using contact information listed on its website:
https://tax.hawaii.gov/contact/
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SEIZURE OR FORFEITURE MAY BE IMMINENT DUE TO NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES

This warran! has been isswed u,;;am:—:_l_dux: o nun-peyment of o seriously delinguent tax
debt. The hiahility has not been paid. This letter serves sy s final judgmental notice.

The State Of Hawail can now take cnforcement action such as scizmg Social Security benefils,
garnizhing wages and benk sceounts to satislhy e oustanding delt owed, 1T no sction is taken by
SrE07A0DE the State O Hawati may revoke benefits, suspend licenses, and lavy or offset any tax refond
zaimed this veer.

Your debd mmst be satisfied in full or zetfled to remove the levy, To avoud enforcement, ¢all withm
fitteen (5] days of reeeiving this notice, Failure to respond may result in additional penallies, fees and
intersst,

In the event axy amount ather than costs recovered shall be credifed aeminsd the fax Hability jor the
collectirm of which such lewve s made, This iv not a Bl Az a Taoepayer, vou hove the right o pay onty
the amownt of tae legally due
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Penalties, fees and inlerest wre unegual periodic amounts caloulated and applied by the
State O Flawaii

If vour belicve these halanoes are incorrect or wish to dispute any wnjust penalties eall (3000 453-79324
immediately,

W look forward to hearing from you immediately, and hope ta assist wou in fulfilbog your responsibility
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Sample scam letter received by a taxpayer
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